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The Honourable Colin Barnett MEc MLA 
Premier; Minister for State Development 
24th Floor, Governor Stirling Tower 
197 St Georges Terrace,  
PERTH WA 6000 
 
Dear Premier, 
 

From correspondence with your office (both electronic and written), you will 
be aware that there are deep and well founded concerns in the community about 
the current practices of the Forests Products Commission and the Department of 
Environment and Conservation, with respect to logging in areas in our forests 
selected for “rotational” logging. 
 

This is because the community wants you, as The Premier, to take action to 
ensure the protection the habitat of endangered and unique native animal species 
by addressing the matter with the appropriate Ministers and getting their absolute 
commitment to see good practices are enforced. 

As you well know, a new Department of Environment and Conservation 
(DEC) report prepared by BirdLife Australia revealed Perth's Carnaby's Black 
Cockatoo population declined by a staggering 37 per cent in just one year (2010 to 
2011)  

In spite of this, logging in high conservation value forests has recommenced, 
causing the destruction of the Marri trees, which are crucial for food and nesting 
areas for black cockatoos, in particular.   
 

There have been devastating fires in 
widespread locations down south, and 
thousands of hectares of forest have been 
destroyed. This photograph was taken on Jan 
28, 2012 - D'Entrecasteaux National Park, 
looking towards Lake Quitjup and Lake  
Jasper - two months after the burn. 
This is not the time to put our unique wildlife 
under further pressure by maintaining a 
logging programme. 
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During feeding, Forest Red-tailed Black Cockatoos appear to select Marri trees which carry 
nuts with high seed numbers and total weight (Cooper et al. 2003). A feed tree with a high 
fruit yield in one year requires at least three years to replenish sufficient resources to fruit 
successfully again. Therefore, because the Forest Red-tailed Black Cockatoos cannot feed 
from the same trees each year, they must assess the seed yield of the fruits from individual 
trees each time they fruit. However, the subspecies' method for determining which trees 
have the highest seed yield is unclear (Cooper et al. 2003)………… The production of Marri 
fruit takes about 17 months from bud initiation and individual Marri trees may take up to 
three years to recover from a large flowering effort (Mawson 1995a). In most years, only 
about 20–50% of Marri trees produce a large crop of fruits and a small proportion of the 
trees produce only male flowers, which fail to fruit (Mawson 1995a). The slow and patchy 
flowering and seeding of Marri trees highlights the need for foraging habitat to consist of a 
mosaic of tree species and age classes. 1 

Not only are our iconic Black Cockatoos at risk. 
 
I have made two trips down to visit Warrup Forest, Bridgetown, Nannup, 

Helms Coupe, McClintock Block, Beaton Block and others, out in the surrounding 
forest areas. I spent 48 hours at Warrup and Bridgetown the first time and I was 
six days in the forests and surrounding towns on the second trip.   

 
On my first trip, I saw a Numbat in the 

Warrup Forest and the same evening, one of our 
group saw a second about 2 km from my sighting. A 
few days later, Panda Broad and a second person 
photographed this numbat, just 300m from the 
Warrup Forest logging area and a mere 3m from an 
access road being used every day by huge logging 
trucks. It is seen at the entrance to its burrow 
under a hollow log.  

 
After logging, the area will be burned off to remove any remaining tree 

branches, putting the numbat at dire risk. A factious remark on Facebook by a FPC 
employee suggested the numbat was not much disturbed by the logging activity. 
He was quickly reminded that she may not have yet given birth or her tiny babies 
may not be visible in the photograph because she will nurse them attached to her 
four nipples for six months. She will not want to leave her burrow regardless of 
outside disturbances because she is highly protective of her nesting location - 
carefully chosen as a safe place to leave her babies later when they are big enough 
to leave on their own....... I wonder how safe little numbats will be when their 
mother is absent and big logging trucks are rumbling by their very front door. 

 
I dread to think of her ultimate fate with huge logging trucks thundering by, 

only a few metres away from her home, with a raging fire to follow in a few weeks. 
 
                                                            
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi‐bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=670341   
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It is no secret that the selection for sites for rotational logging is primarily 
time based. The FPC and others are using a rotation term of eighty to ninety years 
in forestry management for returning to a Jarrah/Marri area “selectively” logged in 
the early years of the last century. It’s true the 1920’s were very good years for 
logging around Nannup.   
 

Then, the logging was not done with bulldozers and chainsaws; but with 
crosscut saws and a network of small gauge railways feeding small mills with high 
quality trees. In the forests, I found and photographed the remains of some of 
these, where the trees were loaded on to the trains and even some of them actually 
felled to cut the sleepers on site. 
 

True selective logging was practiced with minimal damage to the surrounding 
environment and there was very little disturbance of the overall habitat. This is not 
the case today and now, eighty years later, the science of forests is proving the 
perceived time frames are deeply flawed. However, forestry practices such as clear 
felling and 80-year cut rotations may restrict the availability of nest hollows (Saunders & 
Ingram 1995).  
 

Even worse, soil management science is proving the concept of “slash and 
burn” to remove surplus tree waste as a supposed “fire management” system is 
damaging the environment in ways previously not recognised nor expected, with 
the loss of compostable material essential for soil regeneration and strong re-
growth.  
 

The FPC is failing to carry out its own requirements for habitat protection to 
secure the future of our endangered species in the forest areas around Nannup, 
Bridgetown, and Greenbushes. I know, because I have seen where and how they 
are logging. Great, old trees clearly marked as habitat trees that are not to be 
felled, now lie abandoned.  
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These are the very trees 
upon which the survival so 
many of our unique and 
endangered species depends 
– for food, shelter and 
breeding sites. 

 

 

 

Habitat trees, marked and unmarked, are 
felled without compunction nor apology. 

 

Even worse, is the 
practice of the FPC in marking 
trees as “habitat” when even a 
cursory look at the trees 
selected shows them to be 
unsuitable. 

The primary trees suitable for habitat in these areas are Marri – 
because of their high food value for black cockatoos and their propensity for 
branches breaking off to form hollows, which become nesting and breeding 
sites for a variety of indigenous species. However, a Marri tree needs to be 
around 130 to 220 years old before it will be of a size to provide that 
sheltering habitat. The Marri is also the principal source of food for black 
cockatoos, as 100 Marri (or “honkey nuts”) is sufficient to provide the same 
nutrition as 1,000 Jarrah nuts. There is significant threat to the survival of 
the Red Tailed Forest Black Cockatoo. 90% of the food supply for Red Tails is 
derived from Marri and Jarrah, with Marri being almost exclusively the 
source of nesting cavities, which makes them primary habitat trees. 

   Email: support@storiesmynanatells.com  



  Vivian Lesley Dewar t/as Stories My Nana Tells 
A.B.N. 28 766 362 594  

51 Beatty Avenue 
East Victoria Park  6101 

Tel:  0417 915 502 

 
 

P a g e  | 5    Web:  http://storiesmynanatells.com

The landscape in the south-west of Western Australia is highly modified with only about 
10% of the original vegetation remaining. Hollows suitable for use by Forest Red-tailed 
Black Cockatoos are considered scarce (Chapman 2005). Analyses have shown that trees 
with hollows large enough for use by Forest Red-tailed Black Cockatoos may need to be at 
least 130–220 years of age (Abbott & Whitford 2002; Johnstone 1997). Changes to 
silvicultural prescriptions also ensure five primary habitat trees and 6–8 secondary habitat 
trees are retained per hectare during timber harvesting.2  

The photographs we have clearly show these changes are not being 
faithfully implemented. 

The FPC is undermining and 
deliberately sabotaging 
conservation guidelines, by 
selecting and marking as 
“habitat” trees that are clearly 
not suitable, while felling great 
numbers of Marri trees which 
should have been retained. 

These trees on the left are 
Marri – old, mature and ideal 
for future habitat. They have 
very poor value as sawn timber 

and most end up as charcoal or 
woodchips. 

On the right, at a separate 
logging site, other, younger Marri 
is felled while Jarrah trees are 
marked up to ensure the 
“numbers” are maintained in the 
records retained by the FPC and 
DEC to give some credence to 
their maintaining good forestry 
conservation practices.  

  

                                                            
2 http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi‐bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=67034 
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Much of the Jarrah being taken, around Nannup, is of poor quality, as these 
following pictures clearly show. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Jarrah on the left are not of sufficient 
size and mass to justify them being 
removed from the forest and it is 
impossible to consider them to be a 
profitable, sustainable crop. 

 

In addition, there are thousands 
of tons of previously logged 
timber abandoned, unmilled and 

no longer usable. This is not sustainable 
nor is it good forestry practice. 
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While in Nannup, I took the opportunity to visit the Arboretum, planted 
in 1922 – ninety years ago.  It contains magnificent specimens of many 
varieties of Australian trees, particularly different Eucalypts from the east 
coast of Australia.  There are several things to note here from the 
photographs there: 

This old Jarrah, on display, is 250 
years old and was not logged but 
fell.   

 

There are no local trees (Jarrah, 
Marri) included in the trial plantings 
and they are only visible in the stumps of Jarrah that were felled on the site 
more than 90 years ago. They were clearly far older than the trees being 
taken from the forests today in the failing “80 year rotation” strategy. 

The facts are undeniable: Jarrah and Marri are NOT Tasmanian Blue 
Gums or Karri; they are not fast growing and an “80 year rotation” strategy 
is not sustainable.  

Premier Barnett, my 91yo mother lived down near Nannup as a child; 
her family lived in abandoned timber worker’s huts, because the Mauri 
Timber Company had, by 1930, already decided it was not viable to log 
further at that time.  

They are 80 years older now than they were when my mother was 
there and we will never have the chance again to preserve trees left behind 
nearly 100 years ago. It is a unique chance to preserve trees that provide 
food, shelter and habitat.  We now have a once in a lifetime opportunity to 
save these trees and create a unique and permanent forest for perpetuity 
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where we already know many of our endangered native wildlife live, under 
the unsustainable threat of logging and subsequent burning of residue. 

There now are verified photographs of numbats in the Warrup Forest, 
the confirmed existence of a rare mainland population of quokkas in Arcadia 
Forest and sustainable populations of phascogales and western quolls 
(chudditch) in Helms Forest.  

The Forest Products Commission has released its plan to log thousands 
of hectares of high-conservation forests this year. This includes the 
incredibly important Arcadia and Warrup forests, as well as Helms forest, 
which is one of the last remaining areas of intact cockatoo habitat in the fire-
ravaged Nannup area.  

What is it that I, and many other West Australians, ask you to 
do, as our Premier and the leader of our Government? 

• I am calling on you to protect Western Australia’s endangered 
wildlife species and put a stop to any further logging of their 
remaining habitat and feeding areas. 
 

• Instruct the EPA to conduct an urgent and comprehensive audit 
to identify remaining food resources for black cockatoos, and 
actions that can be taken to protect them, including remnant 
vegetation in the metropolitan area. 

 
• Immediately suspend logging in high-conservation forest blocks 

including Helms, Warrup, Arcadia, Merribup and Koonan forest 
blocks to protect these critical food resources for black 
cockatoos. 
 

• End logging in our last unprotected high-conservation-value 
forests and give our native animals a chance at survival, and 

 
• Conduct a long-overdue audit of the endangered species 

currently at risk in native forests gazetted for logging. 

 

If we don’t act now to stop the logging of these areas, thousands of 
native animals will have their homes destroyed and some of our 
most endangered and unique species could be pushed over the 
brink. 
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Our native animals need large areas of bushland to forage for food. 
Each mature cockatoo must eat 100 large marri gum nuts or 1000 small 
jarrah nuts every day just to survive, while a solitary numbat can chew 
through 10,000 termites in a single day. Now, the combined impacts of 
logging, land clearing, recent bushfires and last year’s record drought mean 
that, in many places, there is simply not enough food to go around. 

Helm's Forest, near Nannup, is even home to a flock of cockatoos that 
were rescued and released into the area by the Department of Environment 
and Conservation! This area is also acting as a temporary refuge for a huge 
variety of species that have escaped from that district’s recent bushfires. 

If we continue to allow these beautiful forest areas to be logged, then 
there is a strong chance that we will lose our unique black cockatoos from 
WA’s skies forever, while any of our already highly threatened ground 
dwellers that survive the logging will face devastating fires lit to clear up the 
unsellable 'waste' timber. 

Premier Barnett, I know these issues may fall under several different 
Cabinet Portfolios, with you and your Ministers needing to take a whole-of-
government view. Ministers can and do work together over a range of 
portfolios to achieve a broad approach on sensitive issues, which impact on 
the community and the environment. 

Please advise me urgently on what action you will take to secure a 
future for our black cockatoos, to protect their food sources during this crisis 
and the immediate action you will take to suspend logging in Warrup and 
other high-conservation forest blocks until long-term protection strategies 
are implemented. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Lesley Dewar (Mrs) 
13 March 2012. 
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